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Bioeconomy and circular economy (CE) are 

concept which complement each other: 

have strong thematic links to 

biomass and bio-based 

products as areas of intervention  
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World Economic Forum (2016) it is estimated that the circular economy will provide an economic 

opportunity of over $1 trillion as well as significant social and environmental benefits. 

 

European Commission Report (2018) on collaborative economy overall size of the collaborative 

economy in the EU-28 in 2016 is estimated to be EUR 26.5 billion.  

 

The collaborative economy offers about 394,000 jobs across the EU, representing about 0.15% of total 

EU-28 employment.   

The largest markets for the collaborative economy can be found in France (25% from total collaborative 

EU-28 market), UK (17%), Poland (10%) and Spain (10%). These top four countries also offered the most 

jobs in the collaborative economy (approx. 74,600, 69,400, 65,400 and 39,700, respectively) in 2016.  

In general, the seven largest collaborative economy markets in the EU (France, UK, Poland, Spain, 

Germany, Italy and Denmark) represent about 80% of total collaborative revenues in the EU-28 in 2016. 

 … a few numbers about CIRCULAR AND 

SHAIRNG/COLLABORATIVE ECONOMY …  

… 
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… a little more about the’ sharing & collaborative 
economy’ concepts/principles …  

there is no ‘shared’ consensus on what activities linolve the ‘sharing economy’ 

the activities and organizations that are today commonly referred to as the 'sharing 

economy' have also been labelled as ‘collaborative consumption’  

The sharing economy represents a fundamental shift in how consumers value products 

consumers value ownership which causes a 

lot of conspicuous consumption which results 

that many products are wasted which 

contributes to our high demand for natural 

resources.  

- + 
Collaborative consumption can mitigate these negative 

effects, but poor communication and small social 

networks have traditionally limited it  ---- it offers a 

quick and (cheap) way of matching supply with 

demand for goods and service ---  

innovation in                        the business model  

the technological platforms and mobile apps which bring demand and supply together and group them in a 

way which was not possible before (quicker, cheaper and on a bigger scale), including in geographical areas 

or services sectors where the concentration of players is lower and where new commercial opportunities are 

now arising 



z … the sharing economy has become a popular term to describe 

a range of various business models, activities and organisations 

in order to get a new perspective on the social, environmental, 

and economic value that can be created from a number of 

assets and skills, in innovative ways (Nesta (2014) 

We argue that collaborative and sharing 

economy concepts and wood based sector are 

two promising domains which require to be 

thought together in order to play an important role 

in reaching goals of circular economy and 

bioeconomy strategies 

… FURTHER … 
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They believe that buying well-made, 

pre-owned furniture is a better 

choice than buying new, because 

great design is sustainable design 

— meaning it’s timeless, accessible, 

and built to last for a lifetime of good 

vibes. They try to connect a love of 

great design with a greater love for 

the environment by keeping furniture 

out of landfills and in customer (our) 

homes as long as possible. 
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So when somebody wants to rent a fridge 

in Bengaluru or get a study table on rent, 

he knows where to look. Furniture rentals 

in Bengaluru are picking up and turning 

into a way of life. According to company 

managers, life is just easier without having 

to deal with heavy furniture that is difficult 

to get rid of, especially if you’re bored of it 

or moving homes. Plus, people just like 

having the option of changing their 

furniture at will or returning it when they 

want something else.  
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The Slovenian company M SORA developed a 

prototype of a timber window ReWin made of 

disposed timber windows which were up to even 

50 years old. Window scantlings, from which the 

ReWin window is made, are produced of spruce 

and larch wood. The ReWin window is a unique 

example of a product that was developed by 

recycling the disposed timber windows that would 

otherwise end up at a landfill, and represents a 

completely fresh idea and innovation in the field of 

builders’ joinery. The project "Development of an 

application for collection of waste wood" 

(RecAPPture) is dedicated to the development of 

a mobile and web application that will connect 

users who want to get rid of the waste wood and 

M SORA, which will use the wood for the 

production of wooden windows. 
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The joinery MELU follows to sustainable policy. 

Care for quality already starts in grow phase-high 

quality product has to be made of healthy tree. 

MELU is a family company that was established in 

1933 by Rajmund Selišnik and is new leaded by 

third generation of joiners. The internal doors Vino 

are built from French oak wine barrels, which lend 

the product a special touch. The doors are made 

entirely from solid wood, brushed and oiled and 

therefore safe, as well as human and 

environmentally friendly. With their contemporary 

design and superior quality they are able to meet 

the highest expectations of modern living. 
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The technologies used by the Saviola 

Groups are able to process all the 

collected wood waste (packaging, 

manufacturing scraps, broken furniture, 

construction material, etc.). With the 

network of Eco-legno (Eco-Wood) 

collection centre spread all over Italy. 

Saviola is able each year to produce over 

1.5 million tons of used wood to process. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

To increase the level of wood used in residential and public construction, 

interior design, and outdoor design results and information conducted during 

this work can help in the process of implementing the collaborative economy 

principles to the wood based sector and to wood product consumers. In this 

way we shall increase the common knowledge regarding the circular 

economy and sharing economy which will be used in the development of the 

actions need for the cascade use of wood, wood products and utilization of 

wood following ‘circular’, ‘sharing’, and/or ‘caring’ principles in the Middle and 

Southeast Europe bio-based sector.  
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Thank you! 
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